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LINCOLN  COUIITY 


NEED  POH  A COI,<[FR5HETSIVE  LAND  USE  SURVEY 

In  1937,  operating  nnler  l’-un6,s  allotted  “by  the  Resettlement 
Administration,  a comrrehensivre  land  use  survey  was  made  of  Lincoln 
county.  This  county  was  one  of  the  14  southeastern  Colorado  counties 
designated  in  the  ’'dust  howl”  area  of  the  state. 

In  this  county,  as  in  other  counties  of  this  area,  the  continue^^ 
drought  had  its  disastrous  effects  upon  the  farm  on  era  tors.*  few 
crops  had  been  produced  for  several  years;  livestock  operators  h-ic. 
been  forced  to  sell  large  numbers  of  their  stock;  the  number  of 
people  on  relief  rolls  was  large  and  a considerable  number  of 
persons  were  leaving  the  county,  se'^'king  new  homes. 

No  adequate  inventory  of  the  natural-  and  human  resources  of 
the  county  existed.  This  information  is  necessary  to  determine 
ydiat  land  use  and  social  adjustments  are  necessary. 

METHOD  OF  CONDUCT  INO  THE  SURVEY 

In  conducting  this  survey,  every  operator  in  the  county  was 
contacted  and  a schedule  of  his  operations  taken.  In  addition  to 
the  schedule*,  a plat  was  made  of  all  land  und^r  his  control.  On 
this  plat  the  actual  land  use  wes  designated.  This  information 
was  then  transferred  to  a large  county  map.  A complete  land  use 
picture  of  the  entire  county  was  thus  obtained.  When  this 


* Sample  schedule  in  Appendix  B 
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information  had  all  been  gathered  in  the  field,  it  was  sent  to 
the  regional  office  at  Amarillo  and  placed  in  final  form, 

COOPERATION  WITH  EXTMTSION  SERVICE 

The  Colorado  Extension  Service  held  a.  county  planning  meeting 
in  Lincoln  county  on  January  24,  1938,  The  purpose  of  the  meeting 
was  to  discuss  with  local  fanners  a nrogram  of  long  range  agri- 
cultural planning.  Before  a program  of  this  nature  could  he  decided 
upon,  it  was  necessary  to  discuss  and  analyze  the  various  agri- 
cultural problems  facing  the  county. 

The  Extension  Service  has  given  oermission  to  include  the 
results  of  this  planning  meeting  in  this  report.  (See  Ap-nendix  C) 

DEFINITION  OF  TEH'^NOLOGY 

1,  Land  within  operating  unit  si 

Under  some  type  of  organized  management.  Land  that  is  ©ither 
owned  or  leased  by  the  operator, 

2*  Land  outside  operating  units! 

Not  under  any  type  of  organized  management, 

3,  Crop  Land: 

Land  planted  to  crons  at  the  time  the  survey  was  made, 

4,  Pasture  land: 

Land  that  maintains  its  native  cover, 

5,  Idle  land: 

Plowed  land  that  is  under  organized  management,  but  is  not 
being  utilized  for  growing  of  crops. 
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6,  Fallow  land: 

Land  that  is  tilled  and  allowed  to  lay  idle  prior  to  seeding 
wheat  or  other  crops, 

7,  Open  pasture: 

Land  that  maintains  its  native  cover  and  is  not  under  organized 
management, 

8,  Abandoned  crop  land: 

Land  that  has  been  plowed  and  is  not  under  organized  managementc 

9,  Small  grain: 

Small  grain  is  '/irtually  all  T^heat, 

10,  Livestc'ck  operator: 

A farm  operator  viiose  major  income  is  from  the  sale  of  livestockj 

11,  Crop  operator: 

A farm  operator  ^ose  major  income  is  from  the  sale  of  crops# 

12,  General  operator: 

A farm  operator  #iose  income  is  approximately  50  percent  from 
livestock  and  50  percent  from  crops, 

13,  Non-resident  owner: 

An  individual  #io  owns  land  within  a county,  hut  vh.o  resides 
in  another  county,  state,  or  foreign  country. 

14,  Besident  owner: 

An  individual  who  owns  the  land  upon  #iich  he  resides, 

15,  Corporation  owner: 

Land  that  is  owned  hy  a corporation, 
railroads,  etc,) 
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(insurance  companies, 


16*  Non-resident  operator' in 'tli«  .42Dunty-l- 

Operator  #io  fants  land  in  the  county  of  his  residence,  hut 
does  not  reside  on  the  farm. 

17,  Non-resident  ouerator  out  of  the  county: 

Operator  rdio  farms  land  in  a county  other  than  that  of  his 
residence, 

18,  Resident  opera.tori 

Operator  ^ho  live?:  on  the  farm, 

CLIMATE 

Climat-^-  in  Lincoln  county  is  tyoical  of  that  found  throughout 
the  southern  high  plains.  It  is  a region  of  light  rainfall,  with 
several  years  of  drought  often  occurring  in  succession.  Temnerature 
vary  greatly  as  the  seasons  change.  Summer  temperatures  are  rather 
high  during  the  day,  hut  a brisk  wind  movement  tempers  the  heat. 

In  the  winter,  temperatures  helow  zero  are  not  uncommon.  However, 
low  humidity  prevails,  making  the  cold  less  intense.  Rainfall  is 
erratic.  Weather  records  for  the  county,  taken  over  a 26-year 
period,  show  an  annual  average  of  14.06  inches.  The  driest  year 
recorded  was  in  1934  with  5.64  inches;  the  wettest  year  was  in  1923 
with  20.87  inches. 

TOPOCRAPHY 

The  topography  varies  from  rolling  hilly  ground  to  level  flat 
surfaces  covering  considerable  acreage.  The  county  is  bisected 
by  a divide  that  diagonals  across  the  county  from  west  to  east. 


This  forms  two  drainage  areas.  The  area  north  of  the  divide  drains 
into  the  Repuhlican  river  "while  the  area  south  of  the  divide  drains 
into  Big  Sand  creek.  On  the  south  side  of  the  divide  there  is  an 
escarpment,  the  sides  of  which  are  rou^,  with  frequent  outcroppings 
or  rock,  ^he  area  north  of  the  divide  is  apuroximately  600  feet 
higher  than  the  area  south  of  the  divide.  About  one  third  of  the 
county  is  classified  as  first  and  second  grade  dry  land.  The 
remainder  is  classified  as  thiid  grade  dry  land  and  sandhills. 

POPULATION 


Since  1920,  the  population  of  Lincoln  co’onty  has  gradually 
been  decreasing,  '^he  1936  survey  showed  ?73  operators  with  a 
total  mral  population  of  3,035.  Since  then  a number  of  families 
have  left  the  county.  Careful  estimates  place  the  present  rural 
population  cinsiderably  under  the  1936  figures. 


Population  Trends 
1890-1930 


Year 
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Index 
(1890 


1890 

CD 

100 

1900 

926 

134 

1910 

5,917 

859 

1920 

8,273 

1,210 

1930 

7,850 

1,139 
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ANNUAL  AND  MONTHLY  PRECIPITATION  NEAR  LI  MON 


L4ND  OWNERSHIP 


There  are  1,  650,805  acres  in  Lincoln  county.  Of  this  amount 
(for  comulete  fibres  see  accomc'^n-ying  table)  223,388  acres  (l3,5 
percent)  are  public  lands.  There  are  155,107  acrf^s  (9.4  op'rcent) 
ovmed  by  corporations,  .’^hile  private  ownership  holds  1,272,310 
acres  or  77.1  -Dercent,  Non-residents  hold  42,.  4 percent  of  all  the 
land  in  the  county.  This  percentage  is  high  and  presents  a serious 
problem.  Much  of  the  land  owied  by  non-residents  is  of  a type  that 
lends  itself  to  speculative  farming,  and  as  a result  has  suffered 
abuses  common  to  non-resident  omed  land.  The  soil  of  much  of  the 
county  is  qaite  susceptible  to  "wind  erosion  even  #ien  given  the 
best  of  care.  The  non-resident  o^mier  g^^nerally  is  not  in  a 
position  to  care  for  his  land  and  in  othar  c^^s'^s  appears  not  ho 
care  what  happens  to  it.  The  result  is  that  much  of  this  land 
is  creating  a serious  hazard  from  a wind  erosion  standpoint. 

Often  it  blows  baddy  and  little  or  no  effort  is  made  to  control 
it.  However,  it  is  much  easier  for  the  resident  owners  who  are 
on  the  ground  to  devise  and  carry  out  methods  by  ^ich  blowing 
may  be  controlled, 

LAND  USE. 

There  are  463,  889  acres  of  Plowed  land  in  Lincoln  county. 

This  is  28,1  percent  of  all  the  land  in  the  county.  The  ratio 
of  plowed  land  to  pastura  land  is  not  as  hi^  as  in  some  of  the 
nearby  counties.  Howev^^r,  since  th®  plowed  land  is  concentrated 
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Land  Ownership 


Source;  Land  Ownership  Survey,  1935 


: Type  of  Ownei*ship 

; Ac  re  s : 

Percent 

Public  Lands 

223,388 

13.5 

United  States 

4,803 

.3 

State 

142,044 

8.6 

Tax  Sj=^le 

76,354 

4.6 

Deed  (County's 

160 

- 

Miscellaneous 

22 

- 

Corpora  tion 

155,10? 

9.4 

Insurance  Company 

6,009 

.4 

Railroads 

1,373 

- 

Land  Investment  and  Mortgage  Co. 

25,907 

1.6 

Commercial  Bank 

27,811 

1.7 

Federal  Land  Bank 

24, 341 

1.5 

Joint  Stock  Land  Bank 

960 

- 

Miscellaneous 

68,706 

4.2 

Individually  Owned 

1,272,310 

77.1 

Resident  of  County 

573,057 

34.7 

Out  of  County 

256,498 

15.6 

Out  of  State 

442,755 

26.8 

Total  Non-resident 

699 , 253 

42.4 

Grand  Total 

1,650,805 

100.0 
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in  certain  parts  of  the  county,  the  ratio  in  these  areas  run  much 
hi^er. 

At  the  time  the  surv'ey  wa.s  made  the  46r^j  889  acres  of  plowed 
land  was  being  used  as  follows:  (For  comnlete  figures  see  Tables 
2 and  3).  Small  grains  acco^mt  for  47,236  acres  or  10^2  percent. 
Row  crops  were  planted  on  125,346  acres  (27,0  pore ent).  There 
were  24,681  acres  (5,3  percent)  left  fallow.  Idle  land  accounts 
for  86,979  acres,  this  being  18.7  percent.  The  remaining  plowed 
land  is  abandoned  crop  and  amounts  to  178,636  acres,  or  38,6 
percentc 

In  a sc  idy  of  the  land  use  of  Lincoln  county  one  of  the 
striking  f-a':ures  is  the  large  amount  of  open  land.  There  were, 
at  the  time  of  the  sur\’’ey,  636,  892  acres  of  ..pen  land.  Of  this 
ajnount  178,.  685  acres  were  abandoned  crop  laiifi,  and  458,207  acres 
were  onen  pasture.  The  open  land  amounts  to  38.6  of  all  the  land 
in  the  county. 

Abandoned  crop  land  presents  a serious  problem  form  the  stand- 
point of  wind  erosion.  Much  of  it  is  non-resident  owned  and  as  a 
result  received  little  treatment  to  prevent  blowing. 

The  large  amount  of  open  pasture  land  is  used  as  ’’free  range” 
by  the  operators  of  the  county,  as  well  as  by  non-resident  stockmen. 
Many  operators  frankly  state  that  if  it  were  not  for  this  ’’free 
range”  they  could  not  possibly  exist.  Since  it  is  used  generally 
and  no  rent  is  paid  for  its  use,  the  land  is  subject  to  no  resnon- 
sible  control  and  as  a result  is  very  badly  overgrazed  and  depleted. 
This  creates  a hazardous  condition  for  wind  and  water  erosion. 
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AREA  1 


The  land  use  survey  showed  103,315  acres  in  this  area.  Of 
this  amount  57,006  acres  (55,2  percent)  are  within  operating  units, 
#iile  46,309  acres  (44.8  percent)  are  outside  of  operating  units. 

At  the  time  of  the  survey  the  land  within  operating  units 
was  being  used  as  follows •*  13,993  acres,  or  24.8  p-=rcent  of  all 

the  land  in  operating  units,  were  being  used  for  the  growing  of 
row  crops  (mostly  beans);  5,475  acres  (9,6  percent)  were  idle  crop 
land;  v^ile  pasture  made  up  the  remaining  37,538  acres  (65,4  percent). 

Included  in  the  46,309  acres  of  land  outside  of  operating 
units  were  17,880  acres  of  abandoned  crop  land  and  46,309  acres 
of  open  pasture. 

This  area  has  been  used  extensively  for  the  growing  of  beans 
and  as  a result  has  suffered  extremely  from  wind  erosion.  Some 
of  the  worst  eroded  land  in  the  county  is  found  in  this  area.  In 
order  to  correct  this  condition,  a change  in  the  land  use  practices 
is  necessary.  However,  before  this  can  be  successfully  done,  ex- 
tensive trea.traent  must  be  given  much  of  the  land.  Outside  help  is 
needed  as  farmers  in  the  area  are  not  epuipued  or  financially  able 
to  properly  cope  with  this  problem. 

AREA  2 

This  area  contains  156,997  acres.  There  are  115,436  acres 
(73,5  percent)  in  operating  units  and  41,561  acres  (26,5  percent) 
outside  of  operating  units. 
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The  land  within  operating  units,  at  the  time  of  the  survey, 
had  the  following  use*  There  were  29,587  acres,  or  25*6  percent, 
in  cron  land.  Idle  land  amounted  to  16,386  acres,  or  14,2  percent. 
There  were  .69,018  acres,  or  59,8  percent,  in  pasture.  The  remain- 
ing 445  acres,  or  .4  percent,  were  fallow. 

The  survey  showed  that  of  the  41,561  acres  of  land  outside  of 
operating  units,  18,510  acres*  or  44.5  percent,  were  abandoned  crop 
land  and  23,051  acres,  or  55.5  percent,  were  in  pasture. 

This  area,  for  the  most  part,  is  in  a sandy  soil  and  has  been 
used  extensively  in  the  past  for  the  growing  of  row  crops  for  cash. 
Under  proper  climatic  conditions  the  soil  is  very  productive.  This 
fact  has  led  the  operators  of  the  area  to  practice  intensive  crop 
farming  year  after  year  in  the  hopes  of  securing  a bumper  crop. 

Continued  failure  of  the  area  to  produce  much  in  the  way  of 
cash  crops  during  the  p^^st  few  years  suggests  that  certain  land 
use  changes  are  necessary  to  put  the  area  in  a stable  agricultural 
basis.  Larger  units,  with  more  emphasis  placed  upon  the  production 
of  livestock,  are  desirable.  However,  the  financia.1  means  of  making 
these  adjustments  are,  in  most  cases,  beyond  the  ability  of  individ- 
ual operators  to  accomplish.  If  adjustments  of  land  use  are  made 
in  this  area,  they  will  call  for  united  efforts  on  the  part  of  the 
operators  and  various  public  agencies, 

msA  3 

Area  3 contains  901,944  acres.  Of  this  amount  554,357  acres, 
or  61.4  percent,  are  within  ooerating  units  and  347,587  acres,  or 
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38.6  percent,  are  open  or  outside  of  units. 

The  land  within  operating  units,  at  the  time  of  the  survey, 
was  “being  used  as  follows*.  21,660  acres,  or  4^2  percent,  wore  in 
crop  lend;  1,295  acres,  or  .3  uercent,  were  fallow;  17,397  acres, 
or  3,4  uercent,  were  idle;  Tiiile  515,005  acres,  or  92,1  percent, 
were  in  pasture. 

There  were  347,587  acres  of  land  outside  of  operating  units; 
32,320  (9,3  percent)  were  crop  a“bandoned,  and  315,267  acres  (90,7 
percent)  were  open  pasture. 

This  area  is  largely  in  pasture,  as  only  8,2  percent  of  the 
total  average  is  plowed. 

This  area,  “being  mostly  in  pasture,  is  used  for  livestock 
purposes.  In  this  respect  it  is  being  put  to  its  proper  use.  It 
is  true  that  much  of  this  land,  due  to  conditions  of  drought  and 
overgrazing,  has  been  badly  depleted  and  in  some  cases  has  started 
to  blow.  However  at  the  present  time,  the  use  to  which  the  land 
is  being  put  is  generally  the  proper  one.  Other  problems,  such 
as  control  over  the  itinerant  stockman,  exist  but  do  not  seriously 
effect  the  land  use. 


AREA.  4 

This  area  comprises  126,696  acres.  There  are  84,313  acres, 
or  66,5  percent,  in  operating  units,  and  42,383  acres  of  land  out- 
side of  operating  units. 

At  the  time  of  the  survey  the  land  within  operating  units  had 
the  following  use:  Crops  were  planted  on  23,163  acres,  or  on  27,4 
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percent  of  the  lend.  There  were  4,006  acres,  or  4,8  percent, 
fellow.  Idle  land  amounted  to  9,027  acres,  or  10,7  T)'=‘rcent.  The 
remaining  48,117  acres,  or  57,1  percent,  were  in  -oasture. 

The  42,383  acres  of  land  outside  of  operating  iinits  was  made 
up  of  23,724  acres,  or  55,9  percent,  of  abandoned  crop  land  and 
^18,659  acres,  or  44,1  percent,  of  open  pasture  land. 

The  land  use  in  this  area  is  similar  to  that  of  Area.  2. 

However,  more  cash  grain  and  more  row  crocs  for  feed  are  grown 
here  than  in  Area  2.  The  actual  use  of  clowed  land  shows  20  , 491 
acres  row  crop;  2,460  acres  small  grain;  212  acres  hay;  4,006  acres 
fallow;  and  9,027  acres  idle.  Land  use  ad.-’ustments  similar  to  those 
suggested  for  Area  2 are  needed  here, 

ARM  5 

Area  5 contains  371,950  acres.  There  are  226,668  acres,  or 
60,9  percent,  in  operating  units  and  145,262  acres  outside  of 
operating  units. 

Of  the  226,668  acres  within  operating  units,  crop  land  com- 
prises 89,285  acres,  or  39,4  percent;  18,975  acres,  or  8,4  percent, 
are  fallow;  45,790  acres,  or  20,2  percent,  are  idle;  and  72,618 
acres,  or  32,0  percent,  in  pasture. 

The:  145,282  acres  of  land  outside  of  operating  units  are 
comprised  of  93,562  acres,  or  64,4  percent,  of  abandoned  crop  land 
and  51,720  acres,  or  35,6  percent,  of  open  pasture  land. 

The  plowed  land,  at  the  time  of  the  survey,  was  being  used 
as  follows:  44,344  acres  were  in  small  grain;  44,836  acres  were 
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in  row  cron;  105  acres  were  in  hay;  18,975  acres  were  fallow; 

45,790  acres  were  idle;  and  93,562  acres  were  crop  abandoned. 

This  area,  in  the  past,  has  been  sub.iect  to  intensive  crop 
practices  and  has  been  used  jointly  for  the  growing  of  row  crops 
and  small  grains.  Land  hse  adjustments  are  definitely  needed  in 
this  area,.  At  the  time  of  the  survey  93,562  acres,  or  25,2  percent 
of  all  the  land  in  the  area,  were  abandoned  crop  lajid..  This  land 
receiving  no  care  is  a serious  menace  not  any  to  itself  but  to 
adjoining  lands,  from  the  standpoint  of  wind  erosion.  This  area 
has  some  of  the  best  dry  farming  land  in  Colorado,  Unless  steps 
are  taken  to  prevent  wind  erosion  and  to  work  out  other  adjustments, 
continued  misuse  and  lack  of  care  will  prob’=bly  result  in  a general 
lowering  of  land  values  in  this  a.rea.  Besides  the  danger  that  ezist 
from  wind  erosion,  other  problems  are  important  from  a land  use 
vi appoint.  Many  units  are  too  small  to  ever  provide  an  adequate 
living  over  a period  of  years.  In  attempting  to  do  this,  the 
farmers  are  forced  to  follow  practices  that  are  not  in  harmony 
with  good  land  use.  Some  adjustments,  thereby  operators  will  be 
enabled  to  add  to  the  size  of  their  units  and  not  be  forced  to 
depend  on  strict  crop  farming,  are  badly  needed, 

TYPE  OF  FAEMi 

The  821  operators  contracted  were  classified  as  to  type  of 
farms.  Four  classifications  were  used:  Livestock,  crop,  general, 
and  three  vdio  fell  into  none  of  these  classes  were  left  ijinclassi- 
fied,  (See  table  of  definitions). 
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One  hundred  and  seventy-one  farmers  v/ere  classified  as 
livestock  operators;  335  as  crop;  312  as  general;  and  3 were 
unclassified. 

The  171  livestock  operators  controlled  696,590  acres  or 
60,9  percent  of  all  the  land  within  operating  units.  They 
owned  226,697  acres  and  rented  469,893  acres.  The  average  size 
farm  of  this  type  was  4,074  acres. 

The  335  crop  operators  controlled  137,029  acres.  They 
owned  69,598  acres  and  rented  118,231  acres.  The  average  size 
farm  of  this  class  was  561  acres. 

The  312  general  farmers  controlled  257,739  acres  of  15.3 
percent  of  all  land  v/ithiii  units.  They  owned  32,012  acres  and 
rented  175,727  acres.  The  average  size  farm  of  tliis  class  is 
826  acres. 

The  three  operators  who  were  unclassified  controlled 
2,320  acres  of  land.  They  ovmed  320  acres  and  rented  2,000 
acres.  The  average  size  of  farm  was  773  acres. 

There  were,  at  the  time  of  the  survey,  335  crop  operators 
in  Lincoln  county.  This  classification,  being  40.8  percent  of 
all  operators,  is  very  high.  It  is  advisable  that  the  number 
of  farms  of  this  type  be  reduced  as  much  as  possible.  It  has 
been  shown  conclusively  that  over  a period  of  years,  the  farmer 
who  depends  on  dry  land  crop  farming  alone  cannot  survive  in 
the  Southern  High  Plains.  The  operators  vhio  have  been  able  to 
maintain  a better  standard  of  living  are  those  who  have  been 
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using  their  land  for  livestock  production  and  have  planted 
only  enough  crops  to  secure  forage  for  v/inter  feed.  Many  of 
the  crop  farmers  have  been  forced  by  the  drought  to  move  on, 
but  a series  of  wet  years  will  likely  bring  them  back  or  others 
to  come  in. 

TEIWRE 

In  analyzing  tenure  we  find  that  of  the  32l  operators, 

158  are  ovmers,  356  are  tenants,  and  307  both  ov/n  and  rent  land. 
This  places  43.4  percent  of  the  total  number  of  operators  in 
the  position  of  tenants. 

Since  this  rate  is  higli,  the  question  of  tenancy  in  Lincoln 
county  is  extremely  important  from  at  least  two  points  of  view. 
First,  tenancy  has  produced  conditions  that  can  definitely  be 
identified  v/ith  certain  undesirable  land  use  practices.  In  the 
second  place,  tenancy  always  produces  certain  social  and  economic 
obligations  that  cannot  be  ignored. 

As  far  as  liind  use  is  concerned,  tenancy  under  present 
conditions  is  generally  harmful  to  best  land  use  practices.  This 
can  be  directly  traced  in  a nuiaber  of  cases  to  the  relationship 
between  tenant  and  landlord  as  signified  by  the  type  of  leases 
that  prevail.  These  leases  for  the  most  part  are  for  short  terms, 
the  majority  of  them  for  only  one  year.  A few  are  longer,  but 
these  are  exceptions.  When  a tenant  has  a short  term  lease,  he 
Cannot  reasonably  be  expected  to  take  the  same  care  of  the  land 
that  he  would  if  assured  the  use  of  it  for  a longer  period. 
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If  a crop  farmer  he  feels  that  it  is  necessary  to  secure 
as  high  a return  from  the  land  as  possible  from  cash  crops.  Since 
he  has  no  assurance  that  he  will  have  control  of  the  same  land 
the  following  year,  no  thought  is  generally  given  to  future 
planning  or  improvement  of  this  land.  He  is  concerned  only  in 
the  immediate  return.  This  encourages  a speculative  type  of 
farming  that  does  not  lend  itself  to  agricultural  stability. 
Especially  is  this  true  v^hen  the  lojid  is  held  primarily  for 
speculative  purposes  by  non-resident  owners.  Often  in  these 
Cases  the  landlord  at  the  signing  of  the  lease  specifies  the 
types  and  acreage  of  crops  to  be  planted. 

In  the  case  of  grass  land  much  the  srjiie  situation  exists. 

It  is  impractical  from  the  tenant’s  viewpoint,  to  hold  grass  in 
reserve,  as  the  lease  may  expire  before  it  is  used.  If  the 
lease  is  not  renewed,  the  grass  is  lost  to  the  tenant. 

A program  of  long-time  leases  would  do  much  to  correct 
this  undesirable  condition.  However,  in  such  a program,  some 
provision  must  be  made  for  the  protection  of  the  landlord. 

Many  of  them  state  that  they  would  gladly  give  long-time  leases, 
but  the  fear  of  securing  poor  tenants,  who  would  be  hard  to  evict, 
makes  them  hesitate.  This  is  a joint  problem  of  both  tenant  and 
landowners  and  can  be  solved  only  by  the  closest  cooperation  and 
with  concessions  from  both  sidos* 

Social  aspects  of  the  situation  are  also  important.  Tenants 
generally  move  about  a great  deal.  This  unstable  element  of  popu- 
lation does  not  enter  into  and  adds  little  that  is  constructive  to 
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community  life.  On  the  other  haiid,  they  demand  many  services 
from  the  community.  Schools,  roads,  and  churches  must  be  pro- 
vided for  them.  The  variableness  of  their  numbers  makes  this  a 
difficult  problem.  It  keeps  taxes  and  administrative  costs  high. 
Little  in  the  way  of  community  or  agricultural  stability  can  be 
achieved  with  this  continual  shifting  of  a considerable  portion 
of  the  farm  population. 


SIZE  OF  FAM 

Most  sections  of  the  Southern  High  Plains  region  are 
handicapped  by  a relatively  high  number  of  small  farms.  Lincoln 
county  is  no  exception  to  the  rule.  This  directly  reflects  the 
old  homestead  policy  of  the  government.  Many  of  these  farms  are 
too  small .to  provide  the  operators  with  an  adequate  income  even 
in  good  years,  V/lien  a series  of  poor  years  occur  in  succession 
the  operators  of  small  units  are  forced  in  many  cases  to  move. 

In  a discussion  regarding  the  size  of  farms  the  question 
always  arises  as  to  what  constitutes  a proper  size  unit  for  a 
farm  in  the  Southern  High  Plains  region.  The  answer  can  be  only 
relative.  Such  things  as  land  use,  soil  types,  accessibility  to 
v/ater  and  individual  initiative  must  be  considered.  Careful 
studies  in  many  parts  of  this  region  and  discussions  with  local 
farmers  indicate  that  farmers  need  from  two  to  eight  sections  to 
insure  a reasonable  income  from  year  to  year.  The  size  of  unit 
needed  depends  upon  the  type  of  operation  carried  out.  (See 
Appendix  C for  analysis  of  different  size  units.) 
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A comp<arison  betrvveen  the  size  of  recommended  units  and 
conditions  as  they  actually  exist  furnish  some  interesting  con- 
trasts, Of  the  821  farms,  513  (62.5  percent)  are  720  acres  of 
less.  Only  84  farms  (10,2  percent)  are  larger  than  three  sections. 
(See  table  17  for  complete  figures.)  These  figures  clearly  in- 
dicate that  mony  of  the  farms  in  Lincoln  county  are  too  small  to 
return  an  adequate  living  over  a period  of  years. 

One  possible  solution  is  a cooperative  movement  on  the 
part  of  farmers  to  enlarge  their  units,  by  obtaining  long-term 
leases  on  additional  pasture  land.  This  will  require  consider- 
able work  in  the  nature  of  an  educational  program  for  the 
individuals  interested.  It  would  be  necessary  to  convince  the 
land  owners  that  long-term  leases  would  be  to  their  advantage. 

This  will  require  considerable  work,  but  can  be  done  as  demon- 
strated by  the  success  in  Cheyenne  county,  Colorado. 

Another  method  that  might  be  used  is  tiie  federal  purchase 
of  land.  A properly  conducted  purchase  program  could  do  much  to 
eliminate  improper  land  use  and  uneconomic  size  units.  This 
could  be  done  by  buying  tracts  that  are  subniarginal  or  not  pri- 
marily suited  to  crop  production.  Many  of  these  tracts  th  it  are 
unsuitable  for  crop  production  are  also  too  small  for  grazing 
units.  By  buying  them  the  government  can  include  them  in  a large 
grazing  area. 

To  insure  proper  land  use  in  the  future,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  eliminate  purely  speculative  use.  Such  control 
must  be  had  that  grazing  land  cannot  be  plowed  and  put  to  crop 
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production  when  favorable  climatic  and  market  conditions  recur4 
This  could  be  achieved  by  placing  the  administration  of  the  pur*' 
chase  area  in  some  responsible  local  organization.  This  organiza- 
tion would  have  the  power  to  enact  and  enforce  such  regulations  as 
would  be  in  harmony  with  good  land  use  practices. 

years  on  FARli 


An  excellent  yardstick  to  use  in  measuring  the  stability 
of  a community  is  the  number  of  years  each  operator  has  occupied 
the  farm  upon  which  he  resides. 

\Yhen  a community  is  found  in  which  many  of  the  individuals 
move  about  from  year  to  year,  it  generally  indicates  improper  land 
use  and  a speculative  type  of  farming.  People  came  to  these  areas 

4 

with  the  hope  of  "getting  rich  overnight."  Few  of  them  planned 
to  make  their  homes  permanently  in  the  area. 

Throughout  the  Southern  High  Plains  region  the  percentage 
of  people  v/ho  have  been  on  their  farms  only  a short  time  is  high. 
Especially  is  this  true  in  the  counties  that  are  used  for  specu- 
lative wheat  production. 

A study  of  the  figures  for  Lincoln  county  shows  that  333 
operators,  or  40.5  percent  of  the  total,  have  been  on  their  pre- 
sent farms  six  years  or  less. 

This  unstable  element  in  the  population  creates  at  least 
thr  ee  types  of  problems:  public  and  administrative  costs  of 
county  government  are  raised,  social  obligations  are  increased, 
and  long-time  planning  to  achieve  agriculture  stability  hindered. 
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CONDITION,  OCCIJPAI'ICY  AND  FACILITIES  OF  FARII3TEADS 


Occupied  Houses 

At  the  time  of  the  survey  there  were  773  occupied  houses. 

In  classifying  these  as  to  condition,  it  v\ras  found  that  lOS  (14,3 
percent)  were  in  good  condition,  338  (44.3  percent)  were  in  fair 
condition,  and  315  (41.4  percent)  were  in  poor  condition. 

Unoccupied  Houses 

A record  was  also  made  of  abandoned  houses  in  the  county; 
there  were  662  of  these.  A further  analysis  shows  that  263  were 
in  ruins,  indicating  a long  period  of  abandonment,  and  399  were 
not  in  ruins  and  had  only  recently  been  abandoned. 

The  large  numbers  of  abandoned  houses  indicate  that  at 
one  time  the  rural  population  of  Lincoln  county  was  much  greater 
than  at  present.  Conditions  of  drought  and  depression  have  forced 
many  to  leave  the  county  recently.  The  fact  that  399  houses  were 
at  the  time  of  the  survey  still  in  a fair  state  of  re^jair  shows 
that  much  of  the  exodus  has  been  quite  recent.  These  people  are 
gone,  forced  by  various  conditions  of  drought  and  other  circum- 
stances to  seek  new  homes  in  new  locations.  They  can  be  forgotten 

as  far  as  present  conditions  are  concerned.  But  what  of  the  future? 

If  several  wet  years  occur,  and  nev/s  is  broadcast  that  Lincoln  county 
is  producing  crops  again,  may  not  many  of  them  and  others  return? 

If  nothing  is  done  to  discourage  them,  this  is  likely  to  happen. 

Speculators  v/ill  rush  in  and  plow  more  land  and  crops  will  be 

planted  with  little  thought  or  care  for  proper  land  use. 


23  - 


'*£  l^*V'.  'V '^v^'^-''  ■ f,.  r^.v-ti;:-  h-:  -3  r<  I f :yj}  \ 

’iS' . ,'"  V'.:;  ■■":.■  ,;•' o'."  " ',/’  \ . 

■ .'■  .'  . :^''"  ' m . . ■ . .: 


."'  'J' 


tji!  vt 

iSla- 

r 'y  3r':Zy. - 

■ •.'.■'.■'■'1  :;..V^^  ■ 

w. 

yp  ■h‘"'ifo,^-''.^i- 

'IV' 

„ ■ -i-i  * 

^h(Vy 

lx. 

Ii>  ) c *':.  ^:■^ft^  ;.)V‘. 


I! <:=':•■  ;.'<*i . ^■.■. 


;i  - #0B 

. ' <:  ”h"  ktiii 


..  nV; 


. • ' *1 


: ' J 


■i.vrr /•■..'//,( i ,.;ni.i''v 


S?K 


Si'/.'A  Siinil-'lSJUl^  ; ^ 

\Xr:o  ‘;.-,jr  i^nr  r;*:*'-;  ; 

:^  ■ ^!v  ' C'  ^-;-;ur  ' ■■  .i‘  ' '^'i 

aiooaJ'-Ki  ':':■'  ■■■  ’'.'.'v:cj:^  '■•.■i;* 

:, 'Ui  : iliio ) .-■  'A-t  -' 


:J'' ' ■ Iny 

.V  o V/-' ■ "V 

'•"  I**??;'. 


‘’;f/:^.  aO  '•. 'li;  • '’ 


vlli! 


m 


' Ji  ■'  ■ • '■.  ' ' ;•  ' t .,  ■ -:-  :,.  . ' 

■'■?>' i 4 x c.  -l  *ih.y.x^>  yr^d.  'v.  i’l'-r'in  yArl.! 

' "'"  ■ •'■  ,■■  7,"  ■■ . ■ , ' ’ 

■•■'',  •/.■;■■'  ',  .'V,  , ' ■ 

. i.-  'i'A/zT 


r;a 


jixttJ.ril?'  oi.  -'-I 


'X  •'  *'’.'  1 , ‘iW;<«WSV«iVTfMirt.»Tli^:AVjy^Txi^^^  ..:  ^.  W-'.’  . -^  ■ , i ■'  ..  .,,■ 

WO^'..  b iTf,  . ^ ;n  * i r ; B ‘j::. i: -x3 

ciiti.'  !v  :\^4/ 

x.xs,  'V'  1 


»iil! 


k: 


■‘  '■  ' 


.10. 


SUBSIDIES 


Federal  nicxnsy-..that  iios  ''b€>€Ti,„5j>ent  in  Lincoln  county 
during  the  last  fev/  years,  1933  - 1936,  amounts  to  f 2, 385,915# 

Of  this  amount,  $1,408,593  has  been  spent  as  emergency  expend- 
itures and  $977,328  additional  has  been  loaned  upon  good 
security.  On  a per  capita  basis  this  amounts  to  $117  for  each 
person  in  the  county.  This  is  based  on  the  1930  census  figures 
which  show  7,850  people  in  the  county.  The  number  of  peo[-)le  in 
the  county  at  present  time  is  considerably  under  this  figure. 

This  M^ill  place  the  per  capita  figure  much  higher. 

ViThen  considering  expenditures  of  the  federal  go\^rnment 
in  this  county  during  the  1933  - 1936  period,  the  question  arises 
as  to  how  much  good  this  vast  sum  of  money  has  done. 

From  a social  point  of  view  the  answer  is  obvious.  The 
money  has  done  a tremendous  amount  of  good.  The  money  spent  hctS 
relieved  and  prevented  a great  deal  of  human  suffering* 

From  a land  use  point  of  view  the  answer  is  not  so  encour- 
aging. Much  of  the  money  was  intended  for  emergency  measures.  A 
crisis  existed  and  it  was  necessary  to  get  money  to  the  stricken 
area  as  soon  as  possible.  Little  thought  could  be  given  to  a 
long-time  program  for  agricultural  stability.  For  this  reason 
some  of  the  programs  were  hurriedly  written  and  in  some  cases 
did  not  incorporate  good  land  use  practices.  In  complying  with 
some  of  the  programs,  farmers  were  actually  forced  to  follow  land 
use  practices  not  in  harmony  with  existing  conditions. 
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On  the  other  hand,  some  farmers  took  advantage  of  a 
paternalistic  government  and  used  the  programs  as  a means  to  an 
end.  Compliance,  although  carried  out,  was  in  a haphazard 
fashion  and  little  thought  was  given  to  anything  except  the 
amount  of  the  check  to  be  received. 

Agricultural  programs  in  the  future,  to  be  successful, 
must  have  two  things:  First,  the  government  must  develop  a 
sound  program  that  includes  proven  practices  for  the  area. 

Second,  the  farmers  must  cooperate  and  enter  into  the  spirit 
of  such  a program.  Not  only  should  they  comply  with  the  program 
in  order  to  receive  their  payments,  but  should  carry  their 
planning  much  far  trier.  They  should  stop  ’’farming  the  government" 
and  develop  practices  that  will  lead  to  a stable  income  year  in 
and  year  out. 
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Table  7 


Farm  Population 
By  Type  of  Farm 


Source;  Land  Use  Survey,  1937 


• 

; Type  of  Farm 

: Resident 

; Operators 

: Members  : 

: of  Family  : 

Employables  . 

County  Total. 

Livestock 

167 

614 

219 

Crop 

292 

1,081 

338 

General 

311 

1,330 

430 

Unclassified 

3 

10 

3 

Total 

773 

3,035 

990 

Area  1 

Live  stock 

10 

42 

12 

Crop 

16 

63 

21 

General 

33 

153 

48 

Unclassified 

-- 

-- 

-- 

Total 

64 

263 

81 

Area  2 


Livestock 

21 

93 

23 

Crop 

19 

71 

25 

General 

64 

268 

89 

Unclassified 

1 

4 

1 

Total 

105 

436 

138 

Area  3 

Livestock 

91 

316 

122 

Crop 

39 

136 

36 

General 

81 

357 

111 

Unclassified 

1 

2 

1 

Tot  al 

2l2 

811 

270 

Area  4 

Livestock 

14 

48 

20 

Crop 

21 

94 

22 

General 

39 

161 

60 

Unclassified 

— 

Total 

74 

303 

102 

Area  5 

Livestock 

31 

115 

42 

Crop 

197 

712 

234 

General 

89 

391 

122 

Unci assified 

1 

4 

1 

Total 

310 

1,222 

399 

10 


CD 

(D 

r — i 

I 


£N 

CO 

<73 


<D 

O 

S 

cS 


CQ 

u 

I— ^ o 

d -p 

p cd 

P 

b-H  (D 

04 

o 


o 

(73 

CO 

1 <73 

0 

(73 

CO 

03 

o 

(73 

rH 

(73  <73 

p 

lO 

O 

<73 

rH 

(73 

<73 

lO 

a 

& 

0 

a 


CV2  m CV2 
CO  rH 


03 


CV2  03  I to 

•=^^10  0 o 

rH  tH  CO 


rH  LO  W CO  rH 

O CO  rH  W 

H CO  CO  00 


O £N  CN  I 
rH  W I — I LO 


IS  W rH  CO  to 

tiD  (73  rH  £>- 

rH  w CO  CS 


till! 


W lO  O I 


O CO 
rH  W 


CO 

o 


rH  CO  w I 


(73  CV2  UD  I IS 

rH  CO  lO 


fH  rH  W I 


O ^ CD 
I — I I — I CO 


«£> 


I I I I t 


to  IS  rH  I CO 
CO 


rH  CO  'vf  rH  03 
W W ID  O 
t — I 


CO  C\2  CO  1 


CO 

rH 


CD  LO  W ( — I vD 
I — I 1—1  to  CD 


CO  W to  I rH 


rH  03  I — I LO 

C\2  rH  ^D  O 


I W I I C\2 


<D  IS  rH  t 
rH  rH  CO 


LO  CV2  (^2  rH  O 

03  ^ CD  (^a 
W 


rH  IS  1 


I CO 
rH 


to  (73  rH  I to 
CO  CV2  rH 

rH 


lo  CO  I i CO 


I — I (73  I — I 
(73  CO  00 


(73 

I — 1 

(73  0 
b£) 
0 
Oi 

W 

0 


Td 

td 

Td 

>0 

<H 

0 

0 

0 

0 

•H 

•iH 

o 

•rH 

•H 

P 

o 

<H 

•H 

O 

Pt 

•iH 

1 — 1 

0 

<H  rH 

•H  0 

<o 

<fH 

•H 

O 

o 

p 

W 

P 

o 

W 

P 

o 

P 

W P 

o 

0 

p 

TO 

p 

0 

W 

P 

p 

W 

P 

p 

0 

0 o 

p 

0 

o 

0 

w 

p 

0 

E-( 

w 

p 

0 

Eh 

0 

P 

0 Eh 

0 

p 

0 

Eh 

P 

0 

pH 

0 

rH 

0 

Ph 

0 

(H 

p 

Pr 

0 

1 — 1 

0 

Ph 

0 

rH 

P 

>5 

t> 

o 

p 

O 

rH 

> 

o 

p 

O 

(73 

O 

P 

O 

CO 

> 

o 

p 

O 

•iH 

P 

•H 

p 

P 

•rH 

p 

P 

•H 

P 

P 

•rH 

p 

0 

P 

P 

Pi 

pi 

o 

D 

0 

PI 

o 

6 

0 

o 

6 

to 

0 

hP 

o 

o 

to 

P 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

o 

P 

P 

P 

o 

o 

< 

<5 

• — ' 

11 


/ 


'1 
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Table  13 


Par®  Population 
By  Tenure 


Source?  Land  Use  Survey.  1937 


♦ 

1 Tenure 

; Hesident  : 

: Onerators  ; 

Members  of  i 
Family  : 

■ V.T  3 , - V'  ■ 

• 

Einnloyabl  es  | 

-• 

Co^mty  Total 

O^ier 

154 

534 

174 

Tenant 

320 

1,346 

397 

Pant  Ovmer 

773 

1,155 

419 

Total 

773 

3,035 

990 

A.rea.  1 

Owner 

18 

82 

26 

Tenant 

23 

92 

25 

Part  Owner 

23 

89 

30 

Total 

64 

263 

81 

Area  2 

Owner 
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107 

34 

Tenant 
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42 

Part  O^wier 
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62 

Total 

105 

436 

138 

Area  3 
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Part  Owner 
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Total 

212 

811 
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Area  4 

Owner 
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56 

Part  Owner 
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92 

38 

Total 
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303 

102 

Area  5 

Owner 
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80 

T enant 

143 

586 

177 

Part  Owner 
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415 

142 

Total 

318 

1,222 

399 
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YEARS  ON  FARM 


Table  X6 
Years  on  Farm 


Source;  Land  Use  Survey,  1937 


; Years  on 

: Farm 

: Number  : 

; Opocrators  ; 

Percent 

: Years  on  : 

; Farm  : 

Number  : 
Operators: 

Percent; 

County  Total 

0-1 

100 

12.2 

Area  III 

0-1 

23 

10.5 

2-3 

125 

15.2 

2-3 

32 

14.5 

4-6 

109 

13.3 

4-6 

29 

13.2 

7-9 

63 

7.7 

7-9 

18 

8.2 

10-12 

46 

5.6 

10-12 

17 

7.7 

13 -Over 

338 

41.1 

13-Over 

96 

43.6 

Unknown 

40 

4.9 

Unknown 

5 

2.3 

Total 

821 

100.0 

Total 

220 

100.0 

Ar^a  1 

0-1 

9 

12.3 

Area  IV 

0-1 

14 

18.6 

2-3 

9 

12.3 

2-3 

14 

18.7 

4-6 

7 

9.6 

4-6 

9 

12.0 

7-9 

5 

6.9 

7-9 

7 

9.3 

10-12 

1 

1.4 

10-12 

3 

4.0 

13-Over 

32 

43.3 

13-Over 

26 

34.7 

Unknown 

10 

13.7 

Unknown 

2 

2.7 

Total 

73 

100.0 

Total 

75 

100.0 

Area  II  Area  V 


0-1 

7 

6.4 

0-1 

47 

13.7 

2-3 

17 

15.6 

2-3 

53 

15.4 

4-6 

19 

17.5 

4-6 

45 

13.1 

7-9 

7 

6.4 

7-9 

26 

7.6 

10-12 

7 

6.4 

10-12 

13 

5.2 

1 3-Over 

47 

43.1 

13-Over 

137 

39.8 

Unknown 

5 

4.6 

Unknov\rn 

18 

5*2 

Total 

109 

100.0 

Total 

344 

100,0 
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Table  17 


Size  of  Farm 


Source:  Land 

Use  Survey 

. 1936 

: Years  on 

: l\  umber  : 

: Years- on  : 

Number  : 

: 

; Farm 

; Operators: 

Per pent 

: Farm:  : 

Operators  : 

Percent 

• 

County  Total 

Area  III 

0-240 

37 

10,6 

0-240 

13 

5.9 

241-400 

186 

22,7 

241-400 

40 

18.2 

401-720 

240 

29,2 

401-720 

53 

24.1 

721-1040 

110 

13.4 

721-1040 

28 

12,7 

1041-1920 

114 

13.9 

1041-1920 

36 

16.4 

1921-3340 

49 

6.0 

1921-3840 

21 

9.5 

3341-5760 

16 

1.9 

3341-5760 

13 

5,9 

5761-Over 

19 

2.3 

5761-Over 

16 

7.3 

Total 

321 

100.0 

Total 

220 

100.0 

Area  I 

Area  IV 

0-240 

9 

12.3 

0-240 

14 

18.6 

241-400 

13 

24.7 

241-400 

20 

26.7 

401-720 

21 

28.8 

401-720 

21 

28.0 

721-1040 

10 

13.7 

721-1040 

7 

9.3 

1041-1920 

13 

17.8 

1041-1920 

6 

8.0 

1921-3840 

2 

2.7 

1921-3840 

3 

4.0 

3841-5760 

- 

- 

3841-5760 

2 

2.7 

5761-Over 

- 

- 

5761-Over 

2 

2.7 

Total 

73 

100.0 

Total 

75 

100,0 

Area  II 

Area  V 

' 0-240 

7 

6.4 

0-240 

44 

12.8 

241-400 

24 

22.0 

241-400 

84 

24.4 

401-720 

34 

31,2 

401-720 

111 

32,2 

721-1040 

18 

16,5 

721-1040 

47 

13.7 

1041-1920 

16 

14.7 

1041-1920 

43 

12.5 

1921-3840 

3 

7.4 

1921-3840 

15 

4,4 

3541-5760 

1 

0.9 

3341-5760 

- 

- 

576  l-Over 

1 

0.9 

5761-Over 

- 

- 

Total 

109 

100.0 

Total 

344 

100,0 
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Table  18 


Federal  Payments 
Amounts  Outstanding  for  Period 
1933  - 1937 

of 

Source : 

Individual  A^:ency 

: Type  of  Payment  Received  ; Amount  in  dollars  ; 

Loans 

Federal  Land  Bank*!' 

Regional  Agricultural  Credit  Corp. 
Emerge^ncy  Crop  and  Drought  Loans 
Produstion  Credit  Association’'' 

Rural  Rehabilitation  Loans 

Sub-total 

977,322 

4,151 

137,890 

28,053 

148,325 

1,295,741 

Gr  ant  s 

Rural  Rehabilitation  Grants 
, .w  .i . A . Payment  s 

A.C.P.  Payments 

Livestock 

G , A , 

//.P.A. 

F.E.R.A, 

Sub-total 

31,008 

394,898 

122,918 

177,970 

44,642 

124,826 

193,912 

1,090,174 

Grand  Total 

2,385,915 

Total  Emergency  Expenditures 

1,380,540 

(’''Excluding  above  because  of  good  security) 

Emergency  Expenditures  Per  Capita 
(1930  Population) 

117 
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Government  ‘JUoans  and  Subsidies  Received  by  Operators 
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APPENDIX  B 


SAI^LE  Fmf.  SCHEDULE  USED 
LAND  USE  SURVEY 


LINCOLN  COUlvTTY 


Oper  ,Naii;e 
Addre  s a. 
Instate 


^ ^ ^ UiL  'JIl'.X  G S 

Division  flf  Project  Organization 
OPERATOR* S SCHEDULE 
(Dry  Farm  Land) 


Date 

Twp 


5,  Re  si  den  ce 

6,  Type  of  Farm 

13  .Acres  Ovmed 


_2  , C on  n t y 
7 • Tenure 


Fai^ms  te  ad 
3 .Are  a 


0 .No  .E’r  s ,Regi  on 

G . N 0 . "Y"  1' s . I s, r iii  1 0 . S i z e of  Farm 


Range 

Sec, 

/Twp R a n g e 

4,  Schedule  2^o 


>e  c 


Acres  Rented 


15, A ores  Total 


11.0per.Age_  

12, Condition  'of 
Farmstead 


16  .Vrhe  at 

17 .3  ar ley 

18. C orn 

19.3  room  Co rn 


LldlD  USE 


2 0,  S or  ghum's ' 24.  C over  Crop 

2 i . H a:-'  2 5 . F a 1 1 ovr 

26. Idle  " ■ 


22 , Cot  t on 
2 3 .Beans 


_27, Native  Pasture 


2 3. Tame  Pastuj-e" 

"29.  Other 

'30. Total' 


ACREAGE ' SEEDED  TO  WHEAT : 

31. eg. 32. Cu 

3 6.CuC-a"'  3 7.  Total 


33 . CuCr 


_34.CuCgb 


35,CuC.f 


? RI N C I PA L CROPS 


SStf.ICind 


"CORN  , WHE  AT  . BAR  LEY  c 

3 9 . A cr  e s _40  . T o t a 1 A , __ : 4 1 , Hi  n d '“JTJ o t 


FEED  CROPS 


LIVESTOCHTTotal  T.!”' 


44.  Cattle" 

45,  Sheep 

46,  S'i'^’ine 

47.  Total 


BREEDING  STOCH 

: U p 1 0 : 1-2  ; 2 Yfot  A , TJ . 
; 1 yr . ;Yrs  ; over  : 


: 48 , Cattle 
: 49 , She  e p 
: 50  , Svrine 
':51. Total 


FEEDERS "" 

: IT p 1 0 : 1 - 2 }~T"yrsT'’ T".~ir,~ 
; 1 yr , ;Yr  s j cc  over  ; 


OTHER 


Dec 


5 2,  Dairy  Stk, 

53,  Horse  & Nu , 

54 , F oultru'’ 

55 ,  Tot^ll 


:Up  to:  1-2:  2 yrs,:' 
: 1 yr . ;Yr s ; a over ; 


A.  U. 


^INVENTORY  OF  FACILITIES;  ^ ^ ^ 

56.  _Powcr  Lane 60.Watei'-DTrel  1>'  54. Upright  Silo 

57,  Home  Uni t 61. Telephone  ' 65, Auto 

5 8 . 1 n Home 6 2?, R a d i o ~ 6 q , m p ti ck  ~ 

59.  In- Bldg. 63,  T rench  sTrcT  '67.Tract"or 


68  . C ornhT  ng 
6 


72, N 0 • llemb e; r s on  Farm 


74. 

Man-1 

Yk.Da 

ys  Employ 

7n 

• 1-j 

xclu , 

0 f 

76, 

Pi'e  V, 

, Occu 

before  S 

e t 

tling 

79. 

Orig: 

L nal 

3 re  aki  ng 

(T 

his 

Fa: 

CRO 

P RECORD 

( Operat  or 

’ s 

Re  c o 

rd 

^^4 

19 

30 

31 

32 

a rrn  } 


73  .E^iployable  s ( 16-65  ) 

.‘FTRe lief 7 5 . I n c o me  f r orE'EtEIs 

^ ^ 77, St ate 


, S cur  ce 
\i  a t e r 

Dorn, 

.Depth  b 

4:11 

, S our  ce 

Stock 

W a t e r 

' 3 , T owi. 

on  rn 
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Farm)"  80,  Good gi. 

S3 • Fai lure 
3 4 3 5 3“ 


8 2 , f*  0 0 r 


37 


TENANCY 


^ Rc  IT-Axf^ge  ;AmounT  : D i: r aTFo'iT l” L FiTdT o r lis" 
I 5 : 0 f L e a J*  e : IT  ?.,:a  e 


Addre  s s 


Re  1 at  i on  sbi  p' 


SOIL  CC'NSEiNIILG  PRACTI CE S ; ( Acre  s } 

84,  Contour  85. Terrace  96, Chisel 


_87,S1irip  Crop SS.Covei'  Crop 


RECO:  l..EiILED  TYPE  OF  FARPilN; 


-LUP^. i Acre  s ; P a sturg  ; Small  Gr ai  n :Rovr  Cr o'ps  ; Fallow  : Li've"s  tock 


39,  Agri , Conserv, 

90,  Wheat 

91.  Cotton 


GOYERNIIENT  LOANS  AND  SUB  SI  DIES 

9 2,  Seed  Loans_^  ~ 

9 3, Feed  Loans 

9 4 , R . R . L 0 a n s ^ 


_95 ,R . R.  Grant s 
_96,¥ork  Relief 
97, Direct  Relie" 


Enumerator's  Signature) 
Che  eke r S i gn atur  e ) 


98.  Children  Attending  School  and  of  Pre-School  Age 


:0-2:  3 ; 4 : 5 re-lCi' 

:Yrs  :Yrs  :Yrs  :Yr  s :Yrs  • 

10 

tJyer 

Total  No,  Attending  School 

9 • • • • . 

# • • • • 

Children;  : : : ; 

School  District 
'(Number  and  IT  t-.me 

99.  Factors  limiting  the  capacity  of  the  operated  unit  to  support  a far:.,  fa-mi-lyr 

Order  of  Importance 

1.  None 

^ 2,  Size  of  Unit 

^ 3.  Insufficient  Grazing  Land 

4,  Crop  land  severely  damaged  by  erosion 

5.  Pasture  land  badly  depicted  by  ove r-grazing,  erosiLn, 

or  lack  of  moisture 

6.  Lack  of  control  of  land 

a— insufficient  number  of  livestock 

8.  Crop  land  unsuitable  for  crop  production 

9,  Too  much  crop  land  to  be  economically  farmed 

10 . Insufficient  crop  land 

11.  Lack  of  feed  storage 

12,  Lo,ck  of  -vrater 

13,  Inadequate  machinery 

100.  Probable  normal  gross  annual  gash  income  from  farm 


101,  Present  land  use 

1.  eg 

2 . Cu 

3.  Cr 

4.  Ca 

5 . P n ' 


COUNTY  PLANET  IN Cr  MSSTmC 
Lincoln  County  ~ January  24,  1938 

4 very  windy  and  dusty  day  prevailed,  ^ich  reduced  the 
attendance,  hut  made  a deeoer  impression  of  the  necessity  for 
doing  something  definite  in  this  .^oh  of  planning  toward  wind 
erosion  control.  It  was  recommended  that  planning  not  only 
apply  to  the  farm  land  proper,  hut  to  the  food  supoly  of  the 
farm  family. 

Recommendations  from  the  previous  meetings  were  elaborated 
upon  and  discussed. 

1.  Make  plans  to  follow  out  a procedure  to  block  up  land 
into  larger  units, 

2.  Defer  grazing  upon  at  least  25  percent  of  all  range  land 
in  your  unit. 

3.  Plan  for  supplemental  feed  to  carry  stock  instead  of 
overgrazing  remainder  of  range. 

4.  Have  at  least  a two  years  supply  of  feed  in  the  form  of 
rou^age  and  grain  on  hand  at  all  times. 

5.  Plan  a farm  garden  for  the  family  with  a variety  of 
vegetables. 

6.  Use  diversion  dams  in  the  side  creeks  for  wat-^r  spreading. 

Proposed  Ranch  Unit 

1,  At  least  5 to  8 sections  of  grass  land, 

2.  One  hundred  and  sixty  to  320  acres  of  cron  land  for 
growing  supplemental  rough  feed. 
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3,  4t  least  100  breeding  cows  or  800  e^es. 

4,  Two  htondred  chickens. 

5.  Ei^t  to  10  milk  cows  for  femily  use. 

6.  Two  to  4 horses. 

?.  Two  sows. 

8.  Ferm  gerden  close  to  the  windmill. 

9.  Use  diversion  dams  to  spread  wat'^r  from  overflow  on 
grass  land, 

Sandy  Land  Section 

1,  Six  hundred  end  forty  acres  crop  land, 

2,  Three  hundred  and  twenty  acr^s  to  crop, 
a.  Small  grains  for  feed. 

h,  Sor^iUms  and  feed  crops. 

3,  Three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  to  faTin  pasture. 

4,  One  thousand  two  hundred  and  ei^ty  acres  leased  grass 
land, 

5,  Thirty  range  cows. 

6,  Ten  to  12  cows  to  milk. 

7,  Two  to  5 sows. 

8,  One  hundred  to  200  chickens, 

9,  Farm  garden. 

a.  Depend  upon  conn^^d  foods  about  36  weeks  of  the  year, 

b.  One  hund-redto  125  quarts  of  frp.it  and  vegetables  per 
person, 

10,  Two  horses  and  1 tractor  or  6 to  8 horses. 
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H^rd  Land 


1*  Six  hundred  ?^nd  forty  acres  cron  lend. 

2,  Three  hundred  end  twenty  acres  in  cron, 
a.  Small  grains  for  cash, 

h,  Sor^iums  for  roughage. 

3,  Three  hundred  acres  fallow, 

4,  Six  hundred  and  forty  acres  leased  grass  land, 

5.  Ten  to  12  milk  cows, 

6.  ^'ifteen  range  cows, 

7.  Two  horses  and  1 tractor  or  6 to  8 horses. 

8,  Two  to  5 "brood  sows. 

9.  Farm  garden, 

a.  One  hundred  to  125  quarts  of  fruit  and  vegetables 
per  person  for  the  year. 
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